Annual Report
The activities of the Albanian Helsnki Committee during year 2001

The Albanian Helsnki Committee
Address Rr. Sami Frashéri, Pdl. 20/1,
HyrjaB, Ap. 21, Tirana-ALBANIA
Td/Fax: +355 (0) 233 671/ 240 891
e-mdl: hdsnki@ngo.org.d

The Albanian Helsnki Committee is a nongovernmental organization which aims

at promoting and protecting human rights, member of the International Hesnki
Federation (IHF) since year 1992.

Pwrgditi materidet: VadlikaHys
Niazi Jaho
Edlira Papavangjdi
Arben Puto

Trandation: Llazar Semini
Edlira Papavangjdli



Pwrgatiti pwr botim: AmaKrga

Dedgnand Layout: ...l

Botuar nw dhtypshkronjwn: Gent ALB?7??

Tirana, 2001

The Albanian Hesnki Committee expresses its acknowledgments to the Caholic
Organisttion for Reief and Deveopment- CORDAID for supporting ad financing this
publication.

Contents
Opening speeches ........cccceveveennee.
A. PROJECTS

A.1 CLOSED PROJECTS

Legal Education of the Voters for Elections of the Assembly of the Republic of Albania
Monitoring Elections for the Assembly of the Republic of Albania, June 2001

Assessing, advocating for, and implementing human rightsin the Balkans and strengthening the
Balkan human rights networks: A co-operative program with local human rights NGOs
Awareness Campaign Fostering Public Opinion after the Abolition of the Death Penalty in
Albania

A. 2 PROJECTSIN THE PROCESS OF IMPLEMENTATION



Long-term Monitoring of Prisons and Pre-Detention Stes Conditions in Albania;
Srengthening the AHC”

Legal education of the youth community

For a completed system of monitoring, analyzing and reporting human rights violations

B. MONITORING MISS ONS

Respecting human rights in some psychiatric, pediatric and obstetric-gynecologic
hospitals

Observation on securing the protection of the employees at the shoe factory

Local government and its respect of the human rights, Elbasan municipality

o 0O

m

G.

H.

CITIZENS ADDRESSING AHC

PUBLIC STATEMENTS

COMMENTSAND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SOME DRAFT LAWS

ORGANISED ACTIVITIES IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE IMPLEMENTED
PROJECTS

PARTICIPATION IN NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES

AHC STRUCTURE AND PARTNERS

H.1 Rasng the organisationd and functiond capacities of the AHC
H. 2 Organisationa structure of the AHC

H. 3 Partners

H. 4 Donors

K.

PUBLICATIONS

FINANCIAL REPORT



Dear reader,

The Albanian Hesnki Committee (AHC) comes now in front of you with a new
publication in its series during more than ten years of its exigence. This is a short period
during which its word has become more and more present in the life of the Albanian
society. Beng the fird human rights organization in Albania, founded in December 1990
based on the initistive of some intdlectuds who fdt the need and the regponghility to
protect these rights, the Albanian Hesnki Committee has judtified its misson during this
long and trandtory period. Nowadays the AHC is a pregtigious organization, a member of
the Internationd Helsnki Federation. The AHC has broadened its activity and its word
has had its impact on the public not only to make it sendble to different human rights
violations but it has dso afected the proper government inditutions with a contemporary
legidation in accordance with the current democratic sandards and in respecting and
aoplying this legidaion. From the statements denouncing the cases of the non-respect of
the legidation on the human rights to manifold projects covering some of the man fidds
touched by the non-respect of these rights, from the professond assgtance for a number



of legd acts aranging the redions of the society and those of the individud with the
date to different observations dl around the country, from the publication of the monthly
bulletins and quarterly reports reflecting the Committegs activity to publications of
specid nature on the humen rights fied -- that has been the long difficult road held with
much idedisn and devotion, egpecdly under the difficult financid Stuations and the
lack of many resources and means needed in such an undertaking.

The work results judify this devotion and the Albanian Hesnki Committee is now
committed in some projects and activities aming a further improving the Stuaion of the
humen rights and freedom in Albania by having its impact through its word and
publications. The god of these publications is on one Sde, making known to the public
opinion its rights problems ad, on the other Sde the edablishment of a didogue with
the proper government inditutions directly linked with the legidation on the exerciang of
these rights. That is the god of the publication now put in the hands of the public opinion
hoping it will be wecomed.

Prof. JorgoBULO

Chairman of the AHC Board

Following a year of work the Albanian Hesnki Committee (AHC) comes with a report
on its activities hed during 2001. The AHC, the fird human rights organisation in
Albania, continued to carry out its difficult but dso noble misson for the respect of the
human rights, reacting againg ther violaions rasng the public awvareness on thar rights
and it has given its contribution in the improvement of the Studtion of the human rights n
Albania

The AHC activity was based on the mission of the organisation and in its drategic plan. It
was focused n some aress of the human rights like respect of the politica rights, of the
freedom and rights of the persons deprived of liberty, operation of the locad government
authorities, respect of the socid rights of the individuds of different age-groups and
Strata

Obsarvations of the rights noticing of the vidlations ther veificaion and dfter that
reacting againgt them has been one of the way of carrying out the AHC mission.



Public awareness and senghilisng adtivities in the human rights fidd, their information
an protection they offered o the young age-groups and other socid ones made up an
important part of the AHC work. These activities were basad on the monitoring held by
the AHC and condusions coming out of them.

Letters, phone cdls and complaint coming to the Committee have dways served as a
source of information to base its work.

The preparaion of the informing materials like brochures, ledflets, cdendars, reports on
human rights in Albania, preparaion of bulletins and other briefings have been another

important agpect of the AHC activity.

The whole AHC activity, briefed n this report, was held due to the tirdess waking and
professondism of its daff, the Board, its activids and collaboraiors who ae grealy
thanked for.

All the AHC activities were made possible to be hed due to the financid support from its
partners and donors. The could be a good opportunity to extend to them our hearty thanks
for their support, willingness and evauation for the AHC.
Specid thanks are for the CORDAID and the Norwegian Foreign Minigtry that supported
the Committee’ s indtitutiond functioning for 2001.

Prof. Dr. Ass. VaslikaHys

AHC Executive Director

A. PROJECTS

A.1 CLOSED PROJECTS

L egal Education of the Votersfor Elections of the Assembly of the Republic of
Albania

AHC duing Machdune 2001 was involved in implemeting the proect “Legd
Education of the Voters Elections for the Assambly of the Republic of Albania’. This
project was financed by the Commissons of Grants for Democracy, American Embassy
in Tirana

AHC during the implementation of this project hed as prioritiesto provide:



@ Its contribution in the process of democrdization and integration of Albania in a
democratic society as well asin srengthening the Albanian civil society;

Participation of a congderable number of voters greater than that which was foreseen in
the project, showed tha citizens are more aware of the necesdty to be informed on legd
acts which sanction these rights and procedures of exercisng them.

In order to achieve a greater level of awareness a senstizing campaign where 15.000
leaflets were prepared and distributed. These lesflets provided voters with information
on procedures for reviewing the preliminary voters lids, the right of the voters to address
themsdves to the judice court in cases ther names ae not in these lids vating
procedures etc. 1000 copies of brochures on “Knowledge on the Assembly of the
Republic of Albania and the Elections Sysem in Albania’” were prepaed and
digtributed.

Another effective tool for awareness rasng was making use of the dectronic and
written media which published different public statements of the AHC regarding the
eectord campaign and the dectord process. In addition, a series of radio programs
were organized where legd experts of the Electord Code and the eectord process took
part and gave explanation on these issues.

AHC worked actively for rasng the awareness of the citizens and the civil society on the
politica rights and how they should be respected on the eve of the dections for the
Asmbly of the Republic of Albania through a full program of educationd seminars on
the Electora Code through brochures and leeflets as wdl as through eectord and
written media

Project Coordinator: Mimoza Arbi, Jurist
Project Assgtant: SonilaAlig, Jurigt



M onitoring Elections for the Assembly of the Republic of Albania
June 2001

Monitoring how the political rights of the cdtizens are respected through the exercise of
the free vote is one of the aress of particular concern for the AHC, which has a long and
rich experience in this fieddd. Even during year 2000 AHC monitored locd government
dections. Along with the foreagn monitors of the internaiond organizations monitoring
the generd dections was carried out by AHC too.

The project “Monitoring Electiors for the Assembly of the Republic of Albania’ was
implemented thenks to the financd support given by the Commissons of Grants for

Democracy, American Embassy in Tirana

The man focus of this project was monitoring the eectoral campaign and the
electoral process in the majority of our country's territory. For this reason, 80
monitors were involved in monitoring the dectord campaign and the dectord process of
24 June and 8 July 2001. There were 52 dectord zones which were monitored during the
fird monitoring round, and 35 dectord zones (more than 300 voting centers) during the



second round. These were from zones no. 2 and 4 in Shkodé to zones 99, 100 in
Saandé. It was for the firg time that the eéectord process was monitored even in the
remotest areas of our country. AHC's monitors sent updated information on how the law
and the CECs (Centrd Electord Commisson) indructions have been agpplied and
regpected by the dectord subjects, how did they work, problems observed and cases of
law infringements.

One vey important activity of this project was monitoring the electoral and written
media during the eectoral process. Among the most acute issues with which media
was faced were @) voters ligs, b) the issue of the independent candidates, ¢) dectora
campaign, d) the second round of dections. AHC had a fruitful co-operation with the
media through its public statements regading the above-mentioned issues and
irregularities which were observed.

At the same time, AHC provided council to CEC through its letters on a series of issues
discussed related to the strict gpplication of the Electord Code.

AHC in co-opeation with Albanian Group of Human Rights, Associdion for Democretic
Culture and OSCE held a press conference on the devedopments of the fird round of
eections

In addition, a the concdusion of this project a Report of the Monitoring of Elections for
the Assembly of the Republic of Albania was rdeased. This report came not only with
condusons on the monitoring but presated a the same time recommendations and
suggestions for changes and improvements of the Electord Code. Above dl for this
report amed a a better respect of the politica rights of the ditizensin Albania

Monitoring how the political rights of the dtizens are respected through the exercise of
the free vote is one of the areas of particular concern for the AHC where this Committee
is working ectively. With its long and rich experience in this fidd, AHC with its
concdusons from monitoring, suggestions and recommendations contributed to  further
improvements of the Electora Code as well as in better respecting politicd rights of the
Albanian ditizens

Project Coordinator: SonilaAlig, Jurist
Project Assgtant: Luljetalkonomi, Jurist



Assessing, advocating for, and implementing human rights in the Balkans and
srengthening the Balkan human rights networks. A co-operative program with
local human rights NGOs

AHC during the period from June 2000 till November 2001 was involved in the
implementation of the project “Assessng, advocaing for, and implementing human
rights in the Bakans and drengthening the Badkan human rights networks A co-
operative program with loca human rights NGOs’ funded by the European Commission.
The man patnes of this project were Internationd Helsnki Federation (IHF) and the
Bakan Human Rights Nework with goproximady 60 NGOs working in this fidd.
Among these NGOs, Hdsinki Committees in the Balkans played akey role.

The immediate objectives of this project was to deveop regiond networking of NGOs
working in this fidd and locd cgpadty for monitoring and implementing human  rights
based on the rule of law. Three were its man directions in order to achieve the above-
mentioned objectives:

> Assessing and advocating humean rights in the Bakans,
> Exchanging informaion on human rights among NGOs in the Baken
Human Rights Network and strengthening their co-operation;



> Improving the capadty of locd humen rights organizations to monitor,
promote and implement internationd human rights Sandards,

The above-liged directions were achieved through different activiiess AHC undertook a
several days monitoring mission where monitors of the AHC, Albanian Group of
Human Rights and IHF took part. Monitoring covered aeas such as the rdigious
freedom, women's rights with a spedid focus on the rights of the victims of trafficking
and minorities and communities rightsin Albania

Based on the findings of these monitoring missons, goat from the reports addressed to
the competent organs, AHC in close co-operaion with IHF organized a round table in
Tirana with the participation of different actors of the civil society such as native and
foregn NGOs, representatives from date organs and intermationd organisms. This round
table not only assessed the human rights Studtion in Albania but it built an action plan
aming a further improvements of this dtuaion in our country in cose co-operaion with
al the active actors of the civil society ard state structures.

Tranings played an important role in this project, therefore, AHC organized a training
seminar on the advocating techniques-with the focus media. Activigs of the AHC and
representatives of the mediawere trained and exchanged experiences.

Ancther ggnificant activity of this project was the Civil Society Conference where the
role of the civil society in combaing different forms of intolerance in Albania in aress
like the dectronic and written media, minorities and communities, reigion and palitics.
In the framework of this conference different actors discussed ways of co-operaion in
order to find effident means in combating forms of intolerance presant in the Albanian

ddy.

The implementation of this project was a successful experience regarding the exchange of
experiences among homologue partners acting in the region in the fidd of human rights
In addition, AHC had the opportunity to monitor different arees of human rights in
Albania, to assess the present Stuation in the country and to explore ways of co-operation
with NGOs working in this fidd as wel as with date organs aming a further improving
humen right Stuation in our country.

Project Coordingtor: VadlikaHys
Project Assgtant: Edlira Papavangjdli



Awar eness Campaign
Fostering Public Opinion after the Abalition of the Death Penalty in Albania

During the period January-December 2001, AHC implemented the project “Fogtering
Public Opinion &fter the Abdlition of the Desth Pendty in Albanid with the financid
support of the Council of Europe and European Commission.

In the framework of this project the following were redized:

% An information pack for the Albanian public which AHC compiled in close co-
oper ation with the Albanian Group for Human Rights,

¢ A documentary film “No to death Penalty”;

% 24 awareness raising seminars with an audience of different age groups,
professons and districtsall over Albania;

The am of dl the seminars of this project was to sendtize public opinion thet rule of law
is the mogt efficdent tool in combating crimindity. In addition, dl these activities amed
a bulding confidence and urging co-operation between citizens and date organs
specidized in preventing and combeting crimes effedivdy.



Among lots of achievements of this projects, one very important one was thet it covered a
vaiety of target groups such as women, sudents of the middle schools, veterans, victims
and thar family members migrant communities in the periphed didricts of Tirana,
representatives of different political  forces, representatives of police forces and the
judiciary, as wel as representatives from prefectures and mini-municipdities in rurd and
urban aess During the implementation of this project the need to work more with
communities especidly in the neglected rurd aress of Albania and with target groups
which were rardly involved in activities driven by NGOs was taken into congderation.

These were dso made clear in the assessments of the paticipants in these seminars
regarding the topics trested. Based on such an assessment, it was concluded that
discussng the issues openly and informing adequatdy the public is very effective in
awareness ralsing process.

As it was mentioned above, another important component was the production of the
documentary film “No to the Death Penalty”. The purpose of the film was to rase the
awaeness of the public in generd, dae inditutions and different actors in the civil
society in order for them to find ways of co-operaion in the process of preventing and
combating crimindity effectively in Albania

Through this awareness campaign AHC sendtized the Albanian public opinion that the
rue of lav is the mog efficent tool in combating cimindity. In addition, dl these
activities amed a building confidence and urging cooperdtion between citizens and
date organs Specidized in preventing and combating crimes effectively in our country.

Project Coordinator: ArtaMandro
Project Assgtant: Luljeta Ikonomi
Edlira Papavangjdi



A.2 PROJECTSIN THE PROCESS OF IMPLEMENTATION

Long-Term Monitoring of Prisonsand Pre-Detention Sites Conditionsin Albania;
Strengthening the AHC”

During year 2001, AHC in co-operaion with the Netherlands Helanki Committee (NHC)
continued to implement the program ” Long - Term Monitoring of Prisons and Pre-
Detention Sites Conditions in Albania; Strengthening the AHC’. This project is funded
by the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The objectives of the project for this year has been the fallowing:
» Providing dtizens with information on ther rights a the moment police officers

accompany, detain and arrest them;

» Monitoring how the rights of the dtizens have been respected by police organs and
imprisonment inditutions;
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» Assding the respective dae dructures in further improving the prisons and pre-
detention Stes conditions in Albania and in better respecting the rights of the detained
and arrested persons,

» Increadng the professondism of the personnd in prisons and pre-detention Sites,

» Providing detainees areted pasons and ther families with legd information and
counsdling on issues and procedures of concern;

The above-mentioned objectives were achieved through the following activities

Monitoring missionsin police commissariats, pre-detention sitesand prisons

During year 2001, AHC organized two monitoring missions respectivey during periods
January-February 2001 and September-October 2001. The purpose with these monitoring
rounds was not only to point out violaions of the rights of persons in these inditutions,
problems with which the pre-detention and imprisonment inditutions and thelr respective
personned ae faced etc, but dso to build programs of assdance and concrete co-
operation. Of particular concern during these rounds were the respect of the rights of the
detained and arrested-in-the-act persons.

Monitoring was caried out in police commissariats in Tirana and other cities such as
Librazhd, Gramsh, Vloré Bea, Shkodér, Kukés Lushné Kurbin, Her, Korgg
Pogradec, Krujé Skrapar, etc. During year 2001, monitoring has teken place in prisons in
Tirana too. Monitoring was done by a group of monitors of the AHC, traned by our
Committee aswdl as with along experience in monitoring.

At the concdudon of these missons, AHC noticed the serious efforts done aming a
improvement of the dtuation in prisons and predetention dtes. However, AHC observed
serious human rights vidlations such as infringements of the pend procedurd law during
different actions carried out by the judicd police officers as wel as violaions of the
ctizens right to have legd defense There are viodlaions of the rights of minors and
women and cases of use of force a the detaining or accompaniment moment.

A summay of obsarvations, conclusons and recommendations AHC has sent to the
Prosecutor’s Office, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Public Order, Generd Directory of
Prisons and the Directory of State Police. Something worth to be mentioned is that these
date inditutions reected positively towards our criticism and recommendations.

Seminars

On 11-12 April, AHC in dose co-operdtion with NHC organized in Tirana a ssminar on
" Alternatives to imprisonment as one of the ways aiming at improving human rights
dtuation in Albania’. The semina’s objective was to exhaust posshilities of applying
contemporary forms of trestment extended to the detainees. There were 70 participants
who atended this activity representatives of Minisry of Judice, Generd Directory of
Prisons, Minigry of Public Order, Prison Governors, representetives of Tirana Didrict
Court, NGOs, AHC s activigts, representatives of the NHC and Dutch Prison Governors.



Exchanging experiences between the Albanian and Dutch experts rasng chalenges that
the penintatiary inditutions face in practicing dternatives to imprisonment, emphasizing
cooperation between date ingditutions and NGOs working in human rights area as one of
the effective ways for further improvements in this direction were some of the
achievements of this seminar.

On 89 Novembea 2001, AHC in dos co-opedaion with NHC's representatives
organized in Lushnje and Tirana a two-days training seminar ”"Making Standards
Work”- an intenaiond maenud of a good prectice in prisons. Dutch and Albanian
experts brought best practice in prison management and a far trestment of the detainees
by prison's pasonnd. A specid emphess was given to edablishing educaional and
renabilitation programs for the detainees, specid trestment given to vulnerable groups in
prisons. These seminars were atended by the low- level staff of the prisons.

Apat from working directly with prison's personnd, AHC during May 2001, on the eve
of the generd dections organized four educational seminars with detainees in prisons
325, 327 in Tirana and 318 in Lushnje!. The purpose of these seminars was to provide the
detainees with legd information on the right and procedures of voting.

Call Line?

Cdl Lire avaldble for the complaints of detainees arested persons, persons in contact
with police and therr families was functioning a the AHC's premises during year 2001
AHC continues to recaive letters and complaints from citizens.

Establishing a database on human rights situation in Albania®

AHC for the firg time edablished a datdbase program with data on findings from AHC
monitoring rounds in different human rights areas and espedidly the rights of detainees
and the arrested persons.

I nformative publications

In the framework of this project, a series of ledflets, cdendars, pocket books have been
published by AHC with practicd legd information to dtizens detaness, arested

! For more information, please see under project “Legal Education of the Voters for General Elections” in
thisreport.

2 For more information see under Letters and Complaints in this report.

% For more information see under “For acomplete system, analysis and reporting of human rights vilations*
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persons, persons in contact with police and their families In addition, a new publication
was prepared on dternatives to imprisonmen.

I ncreasing capacities of the AHC and its staff

AHC has pad specid dtention to the increase of its interna capacities In this context
S\V hes traned AHC's gaff during two training seminars. These training amed a
increesng the management capacities of the daff in deding with projects as wel as
media and public communication cgpacitiess AHC condders these trainings as necessary

in the effort to improve the peformance of the daff and its communication with the
public.

Project Director: VadlikaHys
Project Deputy Director: RozaDedja

L egal education of the youth community

One of the gods of the Albanian Hesnki Committee (AHC) in 2001 was the legd
education and the senshilistion of the public opinion for the protection of ther rights
Teenagers of the age-group 14-18 years old were a the center of the AHC attention.
Sating from Jenuary 2001 the AHC begen the gpplicaion of a project finandaly

supported by the Law Program of the Soros Foundation and the European Union
Dedegation.

The project gods were three:

1 Knowing the gStuaion of the respect of the youth rights and their need for
information;
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2 Informing them about the law and the possbilities offered by the
government and the society to redize and protect ther rights;

3. Their orienting in the case of the solving of the different conflicting
Stuations for which the legd information may be needed.

In May 18-19, 2001 there was held a two-day training seminar with teachers of the civil
education from 15 high professond schools form the towns of Fer, Viore, Elbasan,
Peshkopi, Shkoder, Durres, Gramsh, Korce and Tirana, and ingpectors of the education
departments of the above-mentioned didtricts induded in this MASH reform.

The seminar affected the qudification of the civil and legd education teechers fulfilling
ther basc knowledge of the juridicd background, something thet is lacked in ther
previous universty graduation. It aso secured for the teachers a bagc literature with the
necessary materids of lega character needed in the education on the human rights issues.

There was hdd a palling about the vidlaion of the human rights of the younggters of the
age group 1416 years old, the re-esablishment of the violaied rights and ther need for
informetion.

Twenty-seven high schools, be they professond, public or private ones, in the city of
Tirana and the areas around Tirana were included in this research. There were held 1,509
polls interviewing students of the firda and second grade. The purpose of the research
sudy was getting known with the cases of the violaion of the human rights for the youth,
the forms of violation, the leve of youngders information with the lav and the fidds
where they need more information. The report will come out soon.

Radio shows on the legal education at Radio Tirana. A series of Sx shows of 90 minutes
eech was prepared during June-August and it started to be broadcast during September-
November 2001. Children's rights and obligations in the family and in the sodety, avil
relaions in which youth may be its subject, the cause of damage and the responghilities
of the youth and the parents for the damages caused by te children, the role of the school
and the sodety in the generd and the legd education of the youngders, the pend code,
infantile and the sydem of the pend judice the rights of the infantile a the police
dations, & the pre-detention centers and in prisons, dl these were some of the issues
trested during this radio shows Practica advice to avoid the possble sStuations where
youngsters and teenagers may be victimized covered a specid pat of the shows because
in many casesthey arevictim of the crime,

The theme of the shows was dedt with from experienced lawyers and teechers of the
Tirana high schools. Youth and teenagers were present during the interviews, debate and
direct questioning a the radio dudio. The themes were treated not only with talks a the
dudio but dso with interviews caried out with teenagers, parents, teechers and other
citizens of different age-groups



Youth, parents and teachers highly evaduated the radio shows. The AHC condders as
vay important teaching the youth with theoreticd and practicd knowledge from the legd
sphere.

There were held seminars in the Tirana suburbs schools and at schools with social
problens.

This project hed 6 seminars with students representatives and other invited persons a
the fdlowing high sthools Ahma Gashi (Lgorake), Mydym Kea (Kombinet), Arben
Brocd and Abdulla Keta (Shkoze), the dectricity school and Petro Nini Luarad (Tirana e
Re) and 4 more saminas ae planned to be hdd in other high sthodls in Katund i Ri,
Yzberisht, Kaméz and Vore The identification of the schools ther needs and the
soecific issues for each of them was caried out in collaboration with the Tirana
Education Department, with the sudents' governments and the teachers of these schools.

Traners in these seminars were experts of law, police a the community where the
schools are located, municipdity representatives, etc. Demondrative class hours
promoted pilot dructures of sdf-action for the students and especidly ther governments.
Thee pilot dructures under the leadership of the trained teachers will make up the
community cell for the legd education of the community where they live and learn.

Project Coordinator: Malinda Keta
Project Assgtant: Luljeta lkonomi

For a completed system of monitoring,
analyzing and reporting human rightsviolations

AHC during the period of October-December 2001 implemented the pilot project “For a
completed sygem of monitoring, andyzing and reporting human rights violations’. The
Dutch Minigry of Foreign Affars undertook this project in the framework of a three-year
program of the AHC "longterm Monitoring of Prisons and Pre- Detentions Conditions in
Albanid' funded.

The am of this project was gathering and regidering data based on the monitoring and
the work done by AHC in the aea of humen rights espedidly the monitoring missons
regarding the rights of persons suffering their sentence in prisons and pre-detention Stes
in Albania In order to achieve this am, AHC edtablished a database which serves as a
source of information not only for our organization but dso for other organizations and
dl interested persons working in thisfied.



This database contains information regarding the following:

> Albanian penitentiary sysem and the related legidation;

> Organizations working in human rights areg;

> Complaints addressed to the AHC;

> Public dsatements of the AHC, as a reection towards human rights
violaions,

> AHC'slibrary and its publications,
> Articles published in the periodicad press on human rights with specid
emphags on prisons sysem in Albanig;

The implementation of this project gave one more opportunity to sydemize the daa
information and the AHC's work and its long experience during these years. Apat from
this dl individuds interested in this fidd are wdcomed to meke use of the data and
information which can be retrieved from this detabase.

Project Assgtant: AmaKrga

B. MONITORING MISSIONS

During year 2001, AHC in the framework of its projects undertook some monitoring
missons in the fidd of humaen rights. Following its misson as "watch-dog' severd
monitoring missons were caried out regarding the respect of human rights in aress like
hedth, employment, detainees and pre-detainees rights the dtizens rights on the locd
levd.



Respecting human rightsin some psychiatric,
pediatric and obstetric-gynecologic hospitals

During the peiod of January-Mach 2001, the Albanian Hddnki  Committee
implemented a prgect “Human Rights Stuation in Hedth Inditutions of Public Services’
which condgted of monitoring missons in some psychiatric, pediatric and obstetric-
gynecologic hospitals in cities like Tirana, Shkodér, Vloré Elbasan, Lushnjé,
Durrés, Korcé and Fier.. Missons were made ssble thanks to the financia support of
the Canadian Embassy. AHC undertook these missons not only to expand the monitoring
framework in the fidd of human rights induding here the respect and protection of the
rights of the paients in hedth sarvices but ds0 it was based on the complants and
concerns of the ditizens on issues rased by the dectronic and written media and the
monitoring of the internationd organiams in this fidd eic. Experts in this fidd, doctors
traned for monitoring were engaged in these monitoring missons.  In the focus of these
missons were the living conditions of the paients hygienic-sanitarian trestment and
hedth care in the hedth inditutions, problems of corruption in the hedth fiedd, issues
related to the gpplication of the law on menta hedth etc.

At the condusion of these monitoring missions, AHC obsarved that there have been some
postive deveopments in this area In addition, AHC monitors obsarved a series of
problems which led to humen rights vidaions. In the hospitals where monitoring took
place problems were observed reaed to the inappropriate living conditions of the
paients, lacks and savere problems in hygienic-sanitarian  conditions,  hedting,
illumination, appropriate oace, hygiene and the mormd  functioning of the hygienic-
sanitarian environment according to the normd dandards, in mantenance of the interior
and exterior environments of the hospitds, the necessary equipment of the patients
rooms eic. Many additiond problems obsarved were in connection with the food, it
qudity and quantity, providing patients with cothes lacks in gpparauses and medicine
In some cases ethic problems were observed from the part of the doctors as well as the
issue of bribing the doctors was dso highlighted. In some hospitals our monitoring group
obsarved lacks in kesping a discipline in the hospitas, the family members covered the
repongbilities of the personnd, in invedigating the complaints of the patients and their
family members as wdl as prodems of psychosocid rehabilitetion of the patients and the
implementation of the law (such asfor ex. The law on mental hedlth)etc.

Regarding the flagrant cases of the patients rights violations, AHC based on the reports
of the monitoring groups reacted with public statements in the press. In these Statements
AHC agpeded for an immediate action aming a the improvement of the Stuation in the
regpective inditutions. Our Committee prepared a special report with conclusons and
recommendations which was sent to the competent Sate inditutions.

On 12 March 2001, AHC organized a round table on the law on mental health with
representatives of the Ministry of Hedth, hedth inditutions of psychiaric service, WHO
and the Center of Mentd Hedth, representatives of the Canadian Embassy,
representatives of court organs and the Ministry of Labor etc.



Protection of an individud’s hedth, as one of the fundamentd human rights, conditutes a
priority responshility of the dae dructures public and private inditutions in the medica
sector. This is a the same time one of the areas where AHC has been very active with
rendering severd monitoring missons. Apat from the postive devdopments observed in
this fidd, AHC pointed out severd problems and human rights violaions and therefore
agopeded to the competent organs for redressng these violaions and improving the
hospitas services provided.

Missons director: ZanaSota

Observation on securing the protection of the employees at the shoe factory

During July 23-26, 2001 the Albanian Hedsnki Committee (AHC) undertook a series of
monitoring missons in some shoe factories in Tirana. The reason for that misson was a
concerning problem rose by the dectronic media aout the aggravation of the hedth
Stuaion of the employees a some shoe factories. That Sarted with a concrete case of the
“Hlanto” shoe factory in Tirana when in July 17-18, 2001 when a number of employees

had fanting episodes during the working hours and consequently they had to undergo
medicd tests and examingtion.



The AHC crested an observation group made up of experts of the legd and hedth fidds
that monitored the patients a the hospita, contacted doctors of the Professond Ilinesses
a the Universty Research Center (QSU), interviewed members of the management Staff
of the shoe factories “Flanto’, “Tomaficdo Bamd and “Albaco Shoes’, employees a
these factories and the persons who had presented ther complaints. Specid attention was
pad to the direct observance of the working environment and conditions. Monitors
further on contacted the responsble and top managers at the factories and those in charge
of the hygienic-sanitary check a the Depatment of Primay Hedth of the Hedth
Minidry, Tirana Hygiene Department, the Indtitute of the Public Hedlth.

The AHC conddes the extenson of the smdl and medium-szed busness and the
employment afecting the country’s economy as podtive. At the end of the observation,
the AHC noticed that there is little care for the employees protection a work. Though
the working conditions a& the factories were in generd in conformity with the Labour
Code of the Republic of Albania and the legidation in power, there was noticed the lack
of the periodicad checks from the Inspectorate of the Hygiene Department and expert
physcians of professond illnesses something that that had brought about the lack of
information on the current hygienic-sanitary Stuation.

At the end of the obsarvation the AHC made some suggestions for the improvement of
the legidation for the protection a work and the exercisng of the more regular checking
on the law gpplication, the respect of the age group a work, holidays during the working
time and periodicad hedth checks It is dso necessary that in order to prevent professond
ilinesses the proper indtitutions make the proper depigtation.

Missons Director: VeraOdstreni
Luljeta Ikonomi

L ocal government and itsrespect of the human rights
Elbasan municipality

The Albanian Hdsanki Committee (AHC) condders very important the agpplication and
the respect of the human rights a dl the levds and especidly by the locd power being
nearer the individuds During October-November 2001 the AHC undetook some
monitaring missons a the Elbasan municipdity based on the theme "Locd government
and its repect of the human rights'.

The missons work was based on the fact that the locd power has the high conditutiond
obligation of securing the goplication of the human rights not only by knowing such
rignts but dso by creding within its inditutions the dructures making possble ther
practica redization. That is foreseen in the law on the organization of the locd power



passed in July 2001. The observation was hed by the AHC activids under the leadership
of an expert of the adminidrative right.

Gods of the observation were:

a) radng the awaeness of the adminigration on the functioning of the locd power and
its repongbilities,

b) urging the locd power adminidration to cary out its conditutiond duty for its
decentrdization and the legd duties for its functioning;

C) recognition of the vioaions of the dtizens rights and their trus to the locd
government inditutions

d) public access at the decisontaking process.

Loca government inditutions have been observed by the AHC before as wel (1998). But
the obsarvation a the Elbasan municipdity was hdd dfter it hes ratified the Convention
of the Local Autonomy of the Council of Europe.

Some 30 interviewing of different people from different drata threw light on the relations
of the people with the loca government inditutions and the respect of the human rights a
the loca power levd. It resulted from the observaion that despite the effats being done
it is dill much left towards the decentrdization of the locd government and the increese
of the public trugt to thisinditution.

The reaults of the obsarvaion were sent to the Minidry of Locd Government, Elbasan
Mayor, leeders of the checking structures of the loca power.

The AHC is aware of the fact that some observations will not bring the desired results on
the human rights. But it dso bdieves that they will be a smdl contribution on the road of
changes.

Missons Director: Erdda Methasani

C. CITIZENSADDRESSNG THE AHC

The Albanian Hdsnki Committee (AHC) activities its press reeases, continuous
contacts with the people have made possble for the citizens to direct themsdves to the
AHC with very dverse informaion and complants though some of them did not
correpond to the functions of the Committee.

During 2001 it results that different persons from different didricts in the country have
sent to the AHC 85 letters and informetion in which they complain, express their concern
and ask for itsintervention. They may be grouped as the following:

2 for property;

6 for judidary;

2 for palice legd violation;
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4 for police violence:
2 for detention and arrest from Greek and Italian authorities;
4 requestsfor legd assistance;
: 4 from families asking for financid assgance and dameged by naturd
caamities,
. 1 from an immigrant in the country;
1 for violence from the Greek police at the border;
2 for job cuts from the public adminigtration;
2 from an Albanian immigrant in Greece;
2 for issuing visas from foreign embasses,
: 54 complants from persons suffering prison teem or beng in pre-
detention.

The AHC has offiddly responded dso to those persons meking such requests which
solution is under the authority of other inditutions For example there have been
complaints for unfar court decisons for the problems of being or not guilty, for the
tetimony adminigered during the judicid process, something that is under the
competency of higher judicid inditutions, etc.

For some complaints deding with the police violence or the violaion of the rights and
the rdease of the detained persons, the AHC has verified on the spot, has publicly reected
and has intervened a the proper inditutions. Besides the officid response, a good part of
the complaints have been ds assided for the legd way they should have followed to
solve the problems being of their concern.

During 2001, besdes the letters sent to the AHC, many ditizens with problems have
cdled the AHC and have asked for legd assdance, or they have informed it for the
violagion form the locd athorities. Tha is another indicator showing that the AHC
reputation is increesng. Tha has come as a result of the public reactions from this
Committee and d 0 from its fast intervention to repair the violated law.

In condugon it is worth mentioning that the complaints and the information sent to the
AHC contain such daa that asss the AHC not only to make generdization in the respect
of the citizens human rights and freedom, but dso in planning monitoring in those arees
or sectors where the violations are more evident and with condemnable conseguences.

Complaints from persons held in prisons and pre-detention sites

During year 2001 AHC has recaived 54 letters and complaints in the framework of the
three-years progran "Long-Term  Monitoring of Prisons and  Pre-detention  Stes
Conditions in Albanid’. 7 of these letters have been written by the family members of the
convicts 1 is from the Intenationd Hesnki Federation, 5 complaints are addressed
through cdl line, 13 complaints through direct contact with the detainees and 28 through
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letters written by the detainees themsdves Letters and complaints contain concerns and
disgpprovd form ther part related to issues such as the way their cases have been treated
by the judicd organs, procradingions of the investigation and court procedures, wrong
classfication of the crimina offence etc.

Based on the dams presented in these |etters it was concluded that the detainees do not
have information on procedures of case reviewing, procedures of sentence converting
when sentence has been given by a foreign court and the detainee has been tranderred to
an Albanian inditution to suffer their sentence, procedures of sentence forgiveness,
complaining procedures when the case is tregted in the dbosence of the suspected,
organizations which ded with conflict resolution and mediation, legd dinics which offer
legd defense free of charge in court procedures, on ther rights in prisons and pre-
detention Stes etc.

In addition, as a follow-up of a monitoring misson underteken by AHC and IHF, AHC
evduated as necessyy the monitoring of the court procedure of some foreign girls
victims of trafficking of human baings.

All the letters and complaints have been handled and through them legd counsding have
been offered according to the case presented. AHC has 7 times reacted publicy and
informed the respective dae organs on certain violaions confirmed, and 10 times this
Committee has addressed the cases to the legd dinic in order to redize the legd defense
of the complainer.

D. PUBLIC STATEMENTS

AHC pressreleases

Snce its cregtion and on the Albanian Hdsnki Committee (AHC) has had and Hill have
as its mission the protection of the human rights and freedom. It has used different ways
to goply this duty. Its efficiency has been tested in practice. One of those results is the
public reaction through press releases.

Monitoring while gpplying different projects, data from the daly press information from
the people, ditizens complaints that in many cases have been verified on the spot, ec,,
have been the starting point for these press releases.



There have been 36 press reeases during 2001. As it is wedl known the sphere of the
human rights is very wide. In order to have a dearer idea about them, they may be
dasdfied as the following:
One press release for non-respect of the time period as st in the aticle
181 of the Conditution when spesking about the obligation of meking laws for
the far arangement of different issues concerning the exproprigtion and
confiscations committed before the Condtitution was gpproved.
: SXx press rdeases having to do with the complaints to the judicid activity
(without covering issues deding with the base and the legitimacy of the courts
decisons).
Fve press rdeases on nonunderdanding and lack of the far law
application.
Seven press reesses for police violence Thee violaions were hed
during accompanying, detention or arrest.
: One press rdeae for the violaion of the right of the mother and the child,
a0 sanctioned in the condtitutiond dispostions.
Two press rdeases for violations in the sphere of hedth, including lack of
the proper envircment, care for the patients, etc.
Sx press releases on the generd dection for the Assembly tedtifying some
irregularities and concrete violations of the digpostion of the Electord Code.
Three press releases for violation of the rights in the sphere of the
rdigious faith, of the minority and of the socid-mord relaions.
Five press rdeases ded with the violaions of the law in other spheres.

A caeful dudy of the above-mentioned press releases shows that despite the
improvement of the respect of the dtizens freedom and human rights this continues to be
a concerning issue. It is pogtive, however, tha the government inditutions have not been
indifferent to these public reactions Thus for example, the Public Order Minigry hes
conddered some of our statements and has undertaken the proper steps.

Besdes these during 2001 the AHC has extended its activity in another fied, that of

hedth, while the commitment to the monitoring of the Assembly dections proved not
only violdions of the Electord Code but dso ther generdization and the proper
suggestions to improve the Electord Code came ot.

Though the public reection through the press rdeases are not the only form of the AHC
activity they have shown they play an important role in preventing the violaions and in
senshilisng the public opinion.



E. COMMENTS, OPPOSITION AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SOME
DRAFT LAWS

During 2002 the Albanian Hesnki Committee (AHC) has made some comments,
oppostion and recommendation for some important draft laws and further improvements
of the legidation.

Following isalig of the above-mentioned draft laws:

1. Draft law “On the internd control service of the Minigtry of Public Order”
2. Draft law “On the Police Ethicd Code’

3. Dréft law “On amnesty”



The AHC has dso expressed its opinion on some important draft decisons like that for
the opening of the centres of foreigners temporary collection and support, internd rules
of the commission of refugees, etc.

Basad on its experience on the monitoring of the last locd government dections and the
generd ones for the parliament the AHC has made some remarks and recommendations
to further complete and make clear the Election Code They are d<0 reflected in the

report on the monitoring of the dections for the Assembly of the Republic of Albania
(published in 2001).

F. ORGANISED ACTIVITIESIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE
PROJECTSIN IMPLEMENTATION



G. PARTICIPATION IN NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
ACTIVITIES

Conflict Resolution Training Course
Subatica, Serbia

On January 16-21, 2001 in Subotica, Serbia the "Conflict Resolution Traning Course'
was hdd with the participation of young activigs from Eagern and Centrd Europe. This
activity was organised by the Internationd Helanki Federation (IHF) in cooperation with
the Helsnki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia and was the second phase of a
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project on youth traning on conflicts resolutions drategies initiated in September in
Groznjan, Croatia. The course objective was to enhance the knowledge and skills of the
dudents on the methods of conflicts resolutions and to tran the young paticipants to
faclitate not only the everyday life conflicts in families or society, but dso the more
srious cases. The traning achieved another important objective it helped the
participants to exchange their experiences, tradition, culture, language and edablished a
strong friendship among them regardless of the countries they came from.

Conference“ Prioritiesfor Central Europe and the Balkans’
Bucharest, Romania

On 16-17 February, 2001, in Bucharest, Romania an internationd conference was held
on “Priorities for Centrd Europe and the Bakans’, organized by the Internaiond
Hesnki Federation (IHF) and Romanian Hesnki Committee This was a condluding
activity in the framework of the 2 years regiond project “Raymont” in the fidd of human
rights. The conference was focused on the women's rights, on tolerance, freecbm of
expresson and the right of information and on the rights of the detainees and the ill-
treetment from the police as well. Paticipants discussed keen issues of the present
sciey, egpecidly those in the Bdkan region as domedtic violence, discrimination of
women in the trade maket, trafficking in humen bengs (femdes), minorities, rdigious
tolerance, refugees, freedom of media and its influence in the fidd of human rights. Hate
goeech, legidaion on media and use of vidence in the police dations and the
respectability of the rights of persons in contact with jusice were some of the topics,
which were discussed most by the participants.

Conference on “Freedom of Expression, Old and Future Challenges’
Viennag, Audria

On 12 and 13 of March 2001 a conference on “Freedom of Expresson, Old and Future
Chdlenges’ was organized by OSCE in Vienna 40 diffeeent non-governmenta
organizations, which took place in this conference discussed about Legd Framework in
relation to Infamy in the Press, Access to the new information technology and the role of
the free press in the context of the objectives of the OSCE. During the developments of
the conference participants of different countries brought concrete cases of infamy in the
press and the consequences of such a phenomenon. A more completed legd framework
and a supervison provided by professonad press associations were recommended as
ome of the solutions to the above-mentioned phenomenon. An interesting debate took
place regarding the posshilities that Internet provides us with and it was stressed the
engagement in drafting a legidation which would on one hand dlow to use internet but
on the other hand prevent hate speech on line.

National day of Roma people
Tirana



The 8" of April is the nationd day of Roma people. On this occasion, Roma Assodiation
"Amaro-Drom” organized a symposum where representetives of the Roma community,
of different NGOs scholars and professors of the Universty of Tirana were invited.
During this activity it was dtressed that respecting rights of the communities such as
Roma community should exigt not only in the laws, but in practice aswell.

Training Program - NGO Anti-Corruption Monitoring
Sofig, Bullgeri

In the framework of the anti-corruption NGO codition where AHC is one of the partners,
Word Learning and MS project of the USAID organized a weekly traning program (6-
13 April 2001) of 14 Albanian experts representatives of NGOs and others. The
Trangparency International — Bulgaria, carried out this training with the man objective to
tran the monitoring skills of the NGOs in combating corruption. The man conduson of
this training was that the date and the NGOs ae responsble if the dement of anti-
corruption is resstant and that the responghbility of the date darts with education and
qudifying programs offered to the judges, prosecutors in thelr recruitment, promotion
and removd, in filing the gaps in the legidaion, gaps which can dimulate abuses This
requires a serious commitment from the media, increesng public access in the judicid
issues, an increese of informaion etc. towards which the civil society cannot be
indifferent.

International Conference on Alternative M ethods in Working with Offenders
Snd, Romania

During 19-21 April 2001, in Sna, Romania an internationd conference on dterndive
methods in working with offenders took place. This conference was organised by the
Romanian Minidry of Judice in co-operdion with the British Government, Know How
Fund, Intenationd Pend Reform and the Group for the Protection of Human Rights in
Romania The conference induded a number of intendve workshps with topics like risk
asesment, programs in one prison and programs in community. This activity was a very
good opportunity to exchange different international experiences as wel as to get
knowledge on different legidations where dternatives to imprisonment ae dready
implemented.

The Conference" A new grategy for the Albanian children”
Tirana

On 30 April 2001 in the International Culturd Center the Conference “A new Strategy
for the Albanian children” was hdd. It was organised by CRCA in cooperation with the
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Committee “Woman and Family”. In the conference participated many NGO that work in
the fidd of children's righs representatives of dates inditutions, and young people
involved in dudents governments. The purpose of the conference was to present the
Straegy of the Albanian Government for the children and dating a multilaterd
cooperdtion of dl the actors of the Albanian society to cary out this drategy.
Strengthening the cooperation among NGO-s and State Inditutions in the implementation
of the drategy, and a broader involvement of the children were some of the condusons
achieved in the conference.

Training Course on the Documentation System of Human Rights Violations
Tirana

On 14-18 May 2001 the Albanian Center for Human Rights in co-operdtion with the
Internationd Human Rights Documentation Center — HURIDOCS organized a training
course on human rights documentation sysem. The man purpose of this course was the
bess for humen rights monitoring, geting knowledge on teminology and indexing
human rights learning techniques of keeping, regigering, searching and  information
exchange on humaen rights violdions and specid usage of HURIDOCS ingruments
which were in savice to organizaions working in the fieddld of humen rights aming a
cgpacity building of these organizations as wdl as a collecting and exchanging accurate
informaion within a dort period of time In dodng, paticipants were given posshbilities
to put into practice the knowledge they got during the course working with the program
of daa regidraion cdled WINEVSYS which was adopted by HURIDOCS for
registering cases of human rights violaions

Conference with Native Monitoring Organisations
Warsaw, Poland

On 2829 May 2001 the conference organized by OSCE/ODIHR with the ndive
monitoring organizations took place in Warsaw, Poland. There were 23 paticipants from
different countries which are on the eve of dections or have had eections before. The
conference was focused on the role of the native monitoring organizations and the OSCE
efforts aming a empowering this very role in the respective societies. Among important
issues which were discussed were the methodology of evduating the dectord legidation
and dl the quiddines issued by the Centrd Electord Commisson, monitoring the
eectord campaign, media, dectord process and vote€s numerdion. A specid atention
was pad to the coopeaion between the ndive organizetions and internaiond
community. At the end of the conference a satement was sgned by each participant after
being read a the seminar the OSCE organized on 29-31 May 2001 in Warsaw, Poland. In
this daement an agoped was addressed to dl the ddegaions representing the
participating states to better respect the internationd standards aming a the redization of
the paliticd rights ensuring the right of the naive monitoring organizations in order to



monitor and inform on dl the agpects of the monitoring process in ther respective
countries.

Internal Displacement in Albania
Tirana

On June 4, 2001 the Center for Refugee and Migration Studies in Tirana organized a
seminar with the theme: “Internal Displacement in Albanid’. Representatives of NGOs
and 1GOs as wdl as different inditutions were invited in the seminar. In this seminar
native and foreign experts addressed issues like identifing the nature and routes of the
man intend migrant flows in  Albania guiding principles regarding the internd
digdlacement and protection extended to this category of people, internd  displaced
persons (IDP)in Albania and the role and contribution of the academic networks in this
aea This activity was of interest and a the same time rased the awareness of the
organizations which participated. It identified the issues regarding IDPs in Albania

22" | nternational Human Rights Training Program
Montredl, Canada

The Canadian Humen Rights Foundation hdd the 229 Intenationd Human Rights
Training Program from 10-29 June 2001, in Montred, Canada. Paticipants came from
different NGOs working in the fidd of humen rights from aound 110 countries al over
the world. This program had as objectives to endble participants to andyze the issues and
Stuations encountered in the work of their orgenizations usng a framework based on
internationdly accepted human rights vaues and principles, to explore ways in which
human rights education can increee the effectiveness of ther human rights work, to
fecilitate networking and partnership activities and increese their capacity to apply ther
learning within the organizations and ther society. The program was very contemporary
and introduced a nonHformal human rights education. It was based on a manua which set
a framework for human rights education and which is given for use to NGOs working
with human rights issues and especidly human rights education. The purpose or god of
humen rights education is “empowerment” in order to bring socid change The
participatory learning process serves not only as a means of achieving this god but is, in
itdf, an expresson of this empowerment. Tha is why paticipants were asked to
conclude this program with an individud plan of action where they can put the learning
into practice in their place of work.

Conference — Equal opportunities for the Roma and the Sinti: trandating words
into actions



Bucharest, Rumania

The conference “Equa opportunities for the Roma and the Sinti: trandating words into
actions’ was hed in September 10-13, 2001 in Buchares, Romania Government and
independent  experts from the OSCE member countries,  internationd  organizations,
NGOs, representetives of the politicd dructures of the Roma, experts of the legd and
adminigraive fidds took pat. The conference was held with plenary sessons, working
groups and a roundtable. Its gods were the recongderation of the ways through which the
OSCE member countries have complied ther respongbilities in respecting the human
rights of the persons beonging to the nationd minorities the fight againg discrimination,
racism and xenophobia and offering the chances in finding the mogt efficient ways and
the politicd steps for the Roma and Sinte populaions.

Defending human rights and human rights defenders
Vienna, Audria

The OSCE medting for the Human Dimenson on “Defending human rights and human
rights defenders’ was hed in October 22-23, 2001 in Vienna, Audria with the
paticipation of the NGOs working in the fidd of the humen rights, internaiond
organizations, and representatives of the OSCE member countries. The meeting was
focused a the chdlenges confronted by the NGOs in ther work with the government
inditutions and their experience in the protection of the human rights in conflicting
dtuaions and internd tendon — a dtuation in which the role of the protector of the
human rights is very important and in which there is high risk. The lagt sesson of the
meeting was focused on traning in the fidd of the humean rights for the officids and the
protectors of the human rights themsdves suggedting that these training should go
deeper and be based on training the roots and the reasons of the violation of the human
rignts. The meeting concluded with the proper suggesions in order to improve the
practicesin the OSCE region.

General Assembly of the International Helsinki Federation (IHF)
Zagreb, Crodia

The annud meding of the Generd Assambly of the IHF was hdd in November 15-18,
2001 in Zagreb, Crodia with the participation of the Hesnki Committee representatives,
organizations of the humen rights, the IHF secretariat, and dso invited ones from the
internationd  organizations like the Council of Europe, ODIHR, internationd penad Court.
Reports on the Stuation of the human rights in different regions in America and Western
Europe, centrd Asa and Caucasus, Russa and Eastern Europe were presented to the
meeting. The centrd and southern Europe were two other regions mentioned in the
medting. In the report on Albania it was sad that the country is 4ill in a difficult
trangtion period but what is noticed is the will from the Albanian government to improve
the respect of the human rights. After pogtive evdudions on the dections and Albanids



podtive role on the crigs in Macedonia, there were mentioned such problems like the
conditions a the police dations and the pre-detention centers, and the respect of the
persons human rights a these places, the weekness of the specidized organs in fighting
the traffic, cases of violence use by police and problems of the Albanian press and
electronic media

The medting spoke on the obsarving misson of the human rights in such sectors as
judicdd sysgem, police locd govening authorities and decentrdization, minorities and
communities in Albania, groups a risk like the youth, women as victims of the crime
and dso the fight for the dimination of the discrimination forms and mdtreatment.

Conference of the Balkan Network on Human Rights
Sargevo, Bosia Herzegovina

The second conference of the Bakan Network on Human Rights was hed in November
15-16, 2001 in Sargevo, Bosnia Herzegovina Representatives from the whole regiond
countries, but Kosovo, took part at the conference. It was concentrated at presenting the
work until then and the current redity of the Badkan Human Rights Network (BHRN)
where the Albanian Helsnki Committee is a member. It dedt with the new legd Satus of
the network, re-organisation of the funding dlocation, formulaion of the way of creating
and the mandate of the Leading Committee, reference terms of the Secretariat, and dso
the presentation of the fidds in which the network will be active in the future. For dl
these the conference achieved an agreement in principle and the debate was held for other
issues as wdl. As a concdudon it may be sad that the network offers posshilities of
fruitful collaboration in the context of a regiond draegy for the human rights
monitoring.

Training " On Communication-Public Relations’
Tirana

The traning "On CommunicaionPublic Rdaions’ was hed a the Albanian Hesanki
Committee (AHC) offices in November 22, 2001. The Netherlands Organisation for
Devdopment (SNV) Albania meade that traning possble The AHC has cooperation
agreement with the SNV in the context of its proect “Long-teem Obsarvation of the
Prisons and Pre-Detention Centers in Albania’. The god of this traning was on the
importance of the public rdations in the work and activity of the organizations, and dso
the use of the media print and dectronic one in the most efficent way to make the
avareness on the work of the organizations. This training was a posshility for each daff
member to deepen the knowledge for a direct communication not only within the
organization in the daily work but aso out of thet.



H. STRUCTURE AND PARTNERS

H.1 Raisng the organisational and functional capacities of the Albanian Hesnki
Committee

Rasng organistiond and functiond capacities of the Albanian Hesnki Committee
(AHC) has been one of its gods for its work in 2001 Alongdde its observing,
senshbiligng, educationd, publishing activities, legd oppodtion, deding with the letters
and complants from the dtizens, the AHC drafted its drategic plan for the period 2002-



2003, it dso has traned its daff and activigs, increased its collaboration with the
domestic and foreign operating in the human right sphere.

Increasng the AHC organisationd and functiond capadities brought about more AHC
paticipaion in the observing and senshilisng ectivities, a greater AHC presence dl
around the country, increase of contacts with age-groups of different citizens with the
print and eectronic media Consequently there was achieved a better knowledge of the
humean rights Stuation in Albania and an active protection of the citizens rights.

The AHC annud activity noticed a wider presence of its activities in other didricts than
previoudy initiaing and carying out the launch of a network of AHC correspondents n
some didricts like Shkoder, Kukes, Fer, Vlore, Korce, Elbasan and Gjirokaster.

In 2002 the AHC will pay dtention to the continuous drengthening of its capacities by
consolidating the network of correspondents a wider involvement of its activids and
collaborators in different activities increese of its presence in identifying the violaions,
their reinsament and raisng the public avareness and education in the human rights
fidd.

Alongsde the support in different projects held during 2001 the AHC capacity-rasing
was dso made possble due to the inditutiond support from the CORDAID, Norwegian
Helsnki Committee and the Dutch Helsnki Committee. The cregtion and the launch of
operdion of the network of correspondents was financidly supported by Soros
Foundetion, Tirana

H.2 Sructure

From January 2001 the AHC' dructureisasfollows:

Board

Chair of Board:
Prof Jorgo Bulo

Members,
Aurda Anastas
Dhimitér Xhuvani
Jorgo Bulo
Xhevar Spahiu
Ylli Popa
Artur Metani



Ilir Babaramo

AHC Members

Arben Puto, Professor of Internationa Law

Ariana Fullani, Jurigt, Director of Magidirate School
Artur Metani, Jurist, Director of the Law Program, SOROS Foundation
As. Prof. Dr. Aurda Anastad, Professor of Constitutional Law
Dhimitér Xhuvani, Writer

ElvisKog, Sudent of Economics Faculty

Fatmir Braka, Jurist

Hamur Cato, Attorney

Horian Bdlhysa, Jurist

[lir Babaramo, Journalist

Prof. Jorgo Bulo, Professor of Linguistic

Korab Hoxha, Journalist

Kristo Frashéri, Historian

Kujtim Cashku, Producer

MindlaDdani, Journalist

Niazi Jaho, Jurist, Legal Adviser

Remz Lani, Journalist

Shaben Snani, Historian

Xhevar Spahiu, Poet

Prof. Dr. Ylli Popa, Chair of Academy of Sciences
As Prof. Dr. VaslikaHyd, Jurist

Dr. Zana Sota, Professor of Philosophy

Saff

Executive Director: VadlikaHys
Legal Adviser: Niazi Jaho

Resp. for publications: Arben Puto
Program Assistant: Edlira Papavangjdli
Financier: Albana Vrapi

Adminigtrative Assigtant: AmaKrga



Activists”
AlmaTafani
Andi Muratg
Arben Runa
Arben Shoyti
Blendi Kodra
Edis Ibrahimi
EdiraLig
Elvis Kog
Horian Bdlhysa
GentianKdoshi
Gentian Sda
Julian Caraoshi
Milam Demnushg

H. 3 Partners

Internationa Helsinki Federation (IHF)

The Netherlands Hsinki Committee
Norwegian Hdsgnki Committee

Helanki Committee of the region

SOROS Foundation

Coundil of Europe

European Union

Cahalic Organisation for Relief and Development - CORDAID
Netherlands Devel opment Organisation - SNV
Albanian Center for Human Rights

Albanian Group for Human Rights

MS- Anticorruption Caodition

CAFOD - Legd Sarvice

Law Faculty, Tirana University

Legd Clinic

" A big number of activists has worked in AHC projects and monitoring missions during 2001. Unable to
name all the activists, we are listing some of them.



F.3 Donors

Cahalic Organisation for Relief and Development - CORDAID
Democracy Commisson Smdl Grants, U. S. Embassy
Canadian Embassy

The Netherlands Minigtry of Foreign Affairs

Norwegian Minigtry of Foreign Affairs

SOROS Foundation

Coundil of Europe

European Union, Ddegation of the European Commission in Albania

G. PUBLICATIONS

1. Periodic Publications

One of mogt important aspects of the activities of this Committee during the year has
been the publication of the monthly newdetter and quarterly reports Both newdeters
and quarterly reports have been issued regularly with the purpose to give account of these
activities They have saved for the senghility of public opinion about the respect of
human rights and as a source of information for the various organisations and foundations
abroad about the situation of human rightsin Albania

During yer 2001 the publicaion of monthly newdetter and quaterly reports were
supported by the Democracy Commisson Smdl Grants U. S, Embassy in Tirana and the
Norwegian Minigry of Foreign Affarrs.
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Monthly bulletin

The monthly informative bullein in  Albenian and in English contans periodicd
information for the Albanian Hednki Committee (AHC) activities in its different
projects. During 2001 that publication was financidly supported from the Committee for
Democracy, Smdl Grants — U.S. Embassy and from the Minigry of Foreign Affars of
Norway.

Quarterly report

The quaterly AHC reports spesk about the Studtion of the human rights in Albania and
the problems of the violaions of the dtizens rights noticed by the AHC. The publication
of the quarterly report in 2001 was made possble with the financid support from the
Committee for Democracy, Smdl Grants — U.S. Embassy and from the Minigry of
Foreign Affairs of Norway. The report is published only in English.

2. Other publications

Guide-book for the monitor at the polling station
Questionnaire for the monitor at the polling station

To as3g the monitors a the generd dections hed in Albania in June 2001 a guidebook
and a quedionnaire for them were published, firs gpproved a a roundtable of the AHC,
the Albanian Inditute for the Devdopment of the Election Sysem, the Association for
Democratic Culture and the Albanian Human Rights Group.

Knowledge on the Congitution, the Assembly and the Election System in the
Republic of Albania, May 2001

This publication helps to better undersand the rules of the dection holding and dso the
rights of the voter to fredy exercise the right of eection. It has been conceved as a
question-answer guidebook and it is degtined for the wide public. The redizaion of this
guidebook was meade possble in the context of the project “Votes Legd Education,
Generd Election for the Assembly of the Republic of Albania”

Monitoring Report on the Election for the Assembly of the Republic of Albania,
July 2001

This report reflects the gods and the results of the monitoring hed by the AHC for the
Elections of the Assambly of the Republic of Albania The process involved 72 monitors
who obsarved the dection in 52 dectord zones around the country. They monitored the



opening of the polling gations and received the results in 75 of them while during the day
they monitored 130 other polling dations They presented the AHC condusons and
recommendation asking for the amendment and improvement of the Electora Code. This
publication was redized in the context of the prgect “Monitoring Report on the Election
for the Assambly of the Republic of Albanid made possble with the support form the
Committee for Democracy, Smdl Grants — U.S. Embassy. It is in Albanian and in

English langueges

L eaflet — Par doning the sentencing

To as3g persons suffering prison terms and who want to know more on their pardoning

posshilities there was published this legflet, made possble in the context of the project
“Long-term Monitoring of the Prison Conditions and the Predetention Centers in

Albanid’ supported by the Dutch Foreign Ministry.
AHC profileleaflet and brochure
A ledflet and brochure on the AHC will soon be in your hands giving a short briefing of

the AHC misson and work, and dso the activities hdd until the end of 2001. These
publications will bein Albanian and English languege.

H. FINANCIAL REPORT






